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Opening statement 
Scott: “Good to be here, excited about the year ahead…came off the year last year, which 
was not what we had hoped from a record standpoint, but a lot of lessons learned. Half our 
minutes were played by true freshman and half our points were scored by true freshman 
and now they’re sophomores. We’re excited about leadership by Alyssa Martin, she’s our 
only senior, and Gibson, our only junior. And then these nine freshman and sophomore are 
going to combine to bring a lot of energy. I’m excited about the energy of this team this year, 
the progress we’re making, the talent level I like…I’m happy about the progress of the player 
sitting next to me, in Jamie Weisner, and the talent from her position.” 
 
On mental toughness from team and what to expect: 
Scott: “Well hopefully a lot more efficiency. I like the post-presence we have, that’s 
something we really struggled with that a year ago, we didn’t have an offensive presence 
inside which put a lot of presence on our wings. We suffered the injury with Sage last year, 
we were so young, and moving Alyssa there out of position, we were at survival mode on the 
one that was our story last year. This year I see all three of those components producing on 
that end of the floor. I thought we played great basketball down the stretch, we carried that 
momentum into the summer. We’re seeing that benefit of that now.” 
 
On what the team did over the summer: 
Scott: “We went into the offseason hungry, we had some pain last year…two years ago we 
won 20 games we went into the offseason anything but hungry. This last season, you end 
the year with that we had, not fulfilling our goals, its easy to work. Jamie’s done that, we’ve 
seen incredible growth. There’s great momentum going into this season because of their 
work in the offseason. I think they’re better basketball players.” 
Jamie: “We got a lot of experience last year…that was helpful, we got to see what the Pac-12 
was like and how hard it is, you’ve got to compete every night. Going into this season, we 
know what to expect…from my standpoint, and the other sophomores, we know what we 
needed to work on to achieve more wins than losses this season.” 
 
On the leadership this season: 
Scott: “To me that’s the whole thing, interior leadership is what we preach from day one, its 
part of the recruiting process. Alyssa is the obvious one…she’s the one with the experience. 
Her personality is more of an example than verbal, which is fine…she needs to be her, but 
she’s providing that…she’s as solid a solid as a rock in what she brings every day. Gibson 
and Jamie have stepped up vocally. I’m excited to get into our competition, even with our 
scrimmage on Sunday. Leadership is going to immerge; this group is filled with potential 
candidates in that area. What I love about it is this is our group is for the first time, year four 
here, all eleven are hard players…that’s why we’ve recruited them, because of the high 
potential in that area. So I se it coming from those two, our two upperclassmen and I see 
Jamie having a large role in that as well.” 



 
How Ruth has improved/on what to expect from her: 
Scott: “Ruth is growing leaps and bounds, she had an incredible experience this summer 
playing with Canadian senior national team. She didn’t play huge minutes, but being a part 
of that, she brought that experience back, it’s evident. She’s playing with poise, she wants 
the ball, she gets the system…she is who she is, she’s 6’6”, you can’t move her…she’s a 
shot blocking presence and so we need her this year…she’s someone you have to pay 
attention to every possession. 6/8/10 points a game should be where she’s at, I’m hoping 
closer to the 10, like you said, she’s a focal point of our offense, she’ll get her opportunities 
and I think she’s ready for that.” 
 
Jamie on being able to spread wealth with teammates/taking charge: 
Jamie: “Definitely, I think Sydney coming in, and they other freshman, they know what they 
have to do. They know what they have to do. I’ve been hitting the gym with some of the 
freshman, trying to build confidence, that’s where it starts is in the gym. When you practice 
by yourself you get that confidence and then when the games on the line you know you can 
make that shot…so just instilling that confidence in everybody else.” 
 
On whether she feels l ike a better player this year: 
Jamie: “I would say so because I’ve been in the gym this summer, working on things I 
thought I needed to work on, like my ball handling, and changing my mindset on defense – 
things like that. I would say so.” 
 
On what Brown brings: 
Scott: “I’m so excited about Breanna, and what she brings. She’s 6’3” and a great athlete 
and that’s what we needed, we needed depth in the center position. She had a mature 
game defensively on the boards…offensively she’s coming, that’s a different mindset for her. 
She provides depth, her personality – she’s a leader already, I think the sky is the limit for 
Breanna. And the combination of her with the freshmen, I think that’s gonna be formidable 
and fun to watch them grow together as a group.” 
 
On season and how they’l l  break it  down: 
Scott: “You know me and freshman…I expect you to come perform right away, we’re 
basketball players. Certainly there’s things that will be new, emotions you have to 
manage…that’s where leadership comes in, through discussion, through us as coaches 
putting them in positions to be successful. I feel like we can manage that, we know we need 
to win in the preseason…we know we need to win games early, we need them to able to be 
able to do that. That comes from a simple system that they can pickup and play fast. It 
comes from encouragement from their team, making them feel comfortable so that they can 
perform. That’s the reason we have some big time tests within our pre-season, the matchup 
with Penn State and coming into Corvallis. They’re going to help us prepare for conference, 
those are also two things that motivate us every day. Those are two things we say, ‘we’re 
going to have our a game to have a chance.’ 
 
 
On change since last year this t ime: 



Scott: “Last year at this time we weren’t there with Sage yet, she was here and we were 
ready to go. So then that was a big curveball that hit us, immediately following this. Our 
mindset is always the same I would say. It’s my job to help them reach their potential. I’m 
optimistic about what this group can do and I think their potential is very high, even this year 
just because of the people that they are and the culture that’s within our program right now. 
Year 4, we’re establishing those things. There’s been a mindset change, I can see that with 
our group. They came here to make Oregon State into winners and they’re determined to 
achieve that. It’s an exciting atmosphere to walk into every day.” 
 
On impression of this season in Pac-12: 
Scott: “Well we certainly lost some great players from a year ago, we’ve had a couple injuries 
already this year that we’ll have to make up for. I think we’re trending up…there’s not a night 
off in this conference…you’ve got 12 staffs working like crazy, all talented coaches in this 
conference. The combination of the Pac-12 networks, and the combination of the turnover 
of coaches…there seems like there’s more of a commitment that’s at a different level for 
women’s basketball in this conference. I think everything’s trending forward, meanings its 
going to be even more difficult.” 
 
Jamie on what it  takes to break into elite group in Pac-12: 
Jamie: “Take it day by day, practice by practice…compete everyday, as a team and see 
where that takes us. Get in the gym individually, working on things we need to work on, and 
then improving as a team…see where that takes us.” 
Scott: “It takes everything you got - that’s the beauty of it.” 
 
Jamie on being a “gym-rat” 
Jamie: “Definitely, I go because I love it. It’s my escape…if I’m having a bad day, I go to the 
gym because it makes it better. I also go because I have a fear of failure almost, if I’m not at 
the gym, somebody else is and getting better. 
On getting the team on board: 
“I think it takes a certain person, but if a couple people do it, then other jump on board. It 
helps when you ask them to come with you…it shows you care for them, you care and you 
want them to improve, to be better for the team.” 


