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Opening Statement 
June: “Year two here, this has been phenomenal, for anyone involved in this, thanks. 
We’re excited with basketball season. Fortunately for us, we were able to do the 
foreign trip this year, get to 10 extra practices…and to be able to take half the team 
last year that was freshman and we ended up fifth in the conference to sophomores 
and 10 extra practices was great…We went to Europe and won them all, played some 
great competition and gained some great confidence…one of the thing that’s new for 
us is that we are pressing and running a lot more, shooting the three better than we’ve 
ever shot it averaged 80 points a game. We’re looking forward to start playing some 
games because we feel like we’ve been practicing longer than most people right 
now…we’re exited about the season and the foreign trip gave us a lot of confidence, 
we had to play in hostile environments against some interesting officiating and the 
style of play with the eight seconds in back-court and 24 second shot clock was good 
to us  because our defense responded and we were able to turn them over and get 
into a running game and see a lot of improvement.  
 
On approach to overseas games: 
June: “With only 10 practices, the focus is on us…we understand international 
basketball, we get a little bit of tapes, but the teams we played in Prague were coming 
off world championship, so they were good competition but the focus was on Cougar 
basketball and on changes we wanted to make. They represented us well on and off 
court, and we played against good competition which was a great step for us to get 
ready for big season.” 
 
On changes in officiating: 
June: “”With the 10 second in back-court, we feel like we want to bring the pressure up 
on you a lot more than we’ve done in the past and with our matchup zone being 
better than its ever been with length and athleticism and athletes in program we think 
it’ll be tough to bring across in 10 to get a good look…everything starts with defense. 
Some of the rule changes that you just alluded to are going to help us there. I don’t 
know with new ark if, if you’re in it when you start or not, but I do think it’ll help post 
play…last year any time you helped in  the post, it was block call…trying to wait and 
see. I’d like to see the game less physical, it’s become football at times…but across the 
country, when you watch, and in the SEC…I’d like to see a little more flow, more fan 
friendly, but I don’t want to see it become a free-throw contest either. I don’t want to 
see my best players like Sage in trouble for a little hand-check call, so we’ll see how it 
goes.” 
 



On coach Daughtery promising the post-season: 
Sage: “We feed off coaches energy…we’re looking forward to start playing, you saw 
how well we did in Europe and we’re excited about it. We’re working towards our goal 
of making top four in Pac-12 and moving into the tournament.” 
June: “Sage is one of our leaders and we have core group besides her that meet and 
they understand that their focus has to be on process goals: how we get there…at end 
of the day, they know outcome would be ‘great’ and to be great we want to be a top 
four team and in the postseason.” 
 
On Leah’s summer experience: 
June: “It was a great experience for Leah to be on same floor with what has been our 
Olympic team for eight years…she came back eyes wide open with things to work on. 
She can’t count on athleticism to continue to excel. Again she lead the country in 
scoring for all freshman but she found out she has to do better job on defensive end of 
things and in some specific things that are weaknesses in her game. I think she’s more 
motivated than she’s ever been with basketball.” 
 
On young players’ transition: 
June: “I thought they did, I thought by the time we got to the second go of the Pac-12 
regular season that they were showing that…at the same time that being said in 
preseason we looked like we were poised to really continue on the quarterfinal finish 
the year before. Then all of the sudden the freshman became freshman at times and 
we had a significant injury with Presley. None of us like the way we finished, but it 
motivated the players and coaching staff in off season.” 
 
On the speedbumps last year: 
June: “It was unfortunate because of how well we had done with preseason 
success…it was one of those things where we were still trying to readjust roles as 
players. And some of them stepped up and got going and picked up for the loss of 
Presley…the weekend before injury she put up 53 points against UCLA and USC on 
the road, so we had to find other answers and had to tell them your role its stepped 
up. I thought right at the end we were there, and with the draw we had with the 
tournament it made it tough with Stanford.” 
 
On her own health: 
June: “Good, appendicitis behind me, gone. All I know is two hours before game time 
the worst was I felt bad for the kids…the team doctor was there and identified what 
was wrong, I knew this would be disruption for team, but Mike did a phenomenal job 
kids did a good job of pulling it together and finding way to get it done and I was 
really proud of them. The game tipped at 6 and I went into surgery at 6:05. I came out 
of it and right there on the wall it says Cougs win. And then Mike was standing there 
saying I’m undefeated as head coach and I knew that made everybody feel better. I 
thought the kids handled it well.” 
 



On the youth of the team and intrigue: 
June: “Eva played on Macedonian national team – U16 she’s a lefty, she is very crafty 
she’s gonna get to the line quite a bit. Her biggest situation is she had a concussion so 
had to sit for three weeks. She’s just coming back she’s doing well now, but has 
catching up to do one. She’s of those kids who has great understanding of game of 
basketball and as her confidence builds, she’ll be an real impact player for us. I don’t 
know how much she will be this year but she’s got time to learn which is a great 
position for us to be in.” 
Sage: “I think we try to help her out as much as possible…it is difficult to her with the  
language barrier and she’s adjusting to how we play so yeah it requires myself and 
other seniors to help her out.” 
 
On being close to breaking into the top: 
June: “Two years ago we were right there from being quarterfinals and then we had 
kids graduate and Presley was hurt, but we’re getting dangerously close, and we’re 
excited about it. We have the guard play, the athleticism ,and the depth  and the 
leadership now to make this step to be in the top five in this league. I think this league 
is better than it’s been in 12 years. On paper right now top to bottom, absolutely.” 
 
On talking about it with group: 
June: “I think you have to be careful putting so much pressure on them, you put 
pressure on us…we’re coaches, that’s what we get paid to do. We try to keep the focus 
on process and how we’ll get there. We said it in fornt of a sold-out crowd in 
Washington. I love this group, there’s great chemistry on and off court and we’ve 
learned to work harder than we’ve ever worked. Our frontline right now, I’ve never 
seen as much improvement in a summer than what I’ve witnessed in a program in 30 
years. The rule changes in the NCAA that allowed us 8 weeks in the summer has 
helped us take a huge step in progression. We want to play long, we want to go 
through March. That’d be a great spring break.” 
 
On sophomores / young talent: 
June: “Leah obviously gets a lot of attention and she should. She’s one of most special 
kids, but Donnie is one of best passers in the game of basketball. I get to witness it 
everyday in practice, she puts spin on the ball…she’s a very talented point guard, her 
and Leah…there’s a reason why they won 3 of 4 state championship in islands. Taylor 
has some of the sweetest jump shots I’ve ever seen. It’s fun to watch these kids 
everyday. Mariah is the Charles Barkley of Pac-12 - female version. She’s undersized, 
she’s very bright, she’s a good leader, but she is fearless and she’ll find way to get 
things done in the post, making tough play. They’re sophomores now and that makes 
me really happy…I expect them to be way more consistent.” 


