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USC: 

• USC has won its first Pac-12 title since 2008 and has posted 11 wins since the same season when 
the Trojans finished 12-1. USC improves to 20-2 in its last 22 games. 
• So. QB Sam Darnold has now thrown for over 200 yards for the 22nd time in his career and has 
passed for over 300 yards for the 11th time. 
• Darnold moved into seventh on USC’s career completions chart (523). 
• With his 140 rushing yards, Jr. TB Ronald Jones II moved into fifth place on USC’s career rushing 
chart, now with 3,555, passing O.J. Simpson (3,423). 
• Jones’ 1-yard 3rd-quarter TD and his 8-yard 4th-quarter TD are his his 17th and 18th rushing TDs this 
year, giving him 19 scores overall. 
• Jones now has at least 1 TD in 18 of his last 19 games.    
• Jones went over 100 rushing yards for the eighth time this year, 14th of his career. 
• Jones now has 1,486 rushing yards this year, 10th all time in a season on USC’s list. 
• Darnold now has 3,787 passing yards this year, fourth on USC’s single season chart. 
• So. WR Michael Pittman Jr.’s finished with career highs in receptions and receiving yards. His 7-yard 
1st-quarter TD catch was his second this year, his third TD overall this year. His 54-yard 4th-quarter reception 
was a career long. 
• Fr. WR Tyler Vaughns’ 2nd-quarter 20-yard TD catch was his fifth this year, first TD since the Arizona 
game. 
• Sr. WR Steven Mitchell Jr. equaled his career long catch today with his third-quarter 49-yard 
reception. 
• So. TE Daniel Imatorbhebhe’s 48-yard 1st-quarter reception was a career-long. 
• Sr. OLB Uchenna Nwosu’s now has 7.5 sacks this year. 
• Jr. DL Rasheem Green’s sack gives him a team-best 9 this year. 
• Jr. DL Malik Dorton had a pair of pass deflections today. 
• Sr. SS Chris Hawkins’ finished with a career-high tackles. His previous high was set last game vs. 
UCLA (10). 
• USC had over 400 yards of total offense for the 10th time this year. 

STANFORD: 
 
• Bryce Love has also tied the school record with his 11th 100-yard rushing performance this season. 
• That was the 10th TD pass of the season for KJ Castello, and fourth to Kaden Smith, who has a TD 

catch in 3 straight games 
• Jake Bailey has had at least four kick offs for touchbacks in all but one game. 
• Stanford is 43-4 (91.5%) under Coach Shaw when winning the turnover battle. Cardinal now leads 1-

0 in that category. 
• Bryce Love has rushed for 100 yards for the 11th time this season, most in the nation. 
• Bryce Love has 12 rushes of 50+ yards this season, an FBS record. 
• Stanford has forced a turnover in 10 straight games. 
• Stanford has a sack in 15 straight games (37 sacks in that span). 
• Harrison Phillips has a TFL in 11 straight games. Phillips has a team-high 7.5 sacks, the sack also 

gave him his career-high 12th tackle of the game. Tyler is second on the team with 4.0 sacks. 
 



HALFTIME NOTES: 
 
USC: 

• So. TE Daniel Imatorbhebhe’s 48-yard 1st-quarter reception was a career-
long. 

• So. WR Michael Pittman Jr.’s halftime totals of five receptions for 80 
receiving yards are both career highs. His 7-yard 1st-quarter TD catch was 
his second this year, his third TD overall this year. 

• With his 75 first-half rushing yards, Jr. TB Ronald Jones II moved into fifth 
place on USC’s career rushing chart, now with 3,490, passing O.J. 
Simpson (3,423). 

• Fr. WR Tyler Vaughns’ 2nd-quarter 20-yard TD catch was his fifth this year, 
first TD since the Arizona game. 

• Sr. OLB Uchenna Nwosu’s now has 7.5 sacks this year. 
 
STANFORD: 

• Jr. Harrison Phillips has 9 tackles at the half. The fifth time he's reached 
that number this season.  

o 2 tackles off his career-high (set at USC and SDSU this year  
o 4 tackles from 100 on the season 

• Jr. Justin Reid has 5+ tackles for the 12th straight game 
• Stanford last trailed at the half on Nov. 10 against No. 9 Washington (14-

10), and won 30-22. 
• Jr. Jake Bailey has touchbacks on 26 of his last 30 kickoffs (86.7% clip)  
• Stanford has not been shut out under Coach David Shaw The Cardinal has 

scored in 147 consecutive games dating back to Nov. 11, 2006.  
 

 



USC	Quarterback	Sam	Darnold		
USC	Quarterback	Sam	Darnold	
Sam,	two	crucial	moments	in	this	fourth	quarter	you	were	backed	up	against	the	end	
zone	on	the	one-yard	line,	53-yard	strike,	how	did	that	feel?	
“Yeah	I	mean	it	was	just	a	simple	slow-go-seam	concept,	I	thought	Steven	(Mitchell	
Jr.)	beat	him	on	the	slow	go,	he	got	held	a	little	bit	and	so	I	went	back	to	the	seam,	
stepped	up	a	little	bit	and	found	him.	He	did	a	great	job	getting	open.”	
		
Fourth	down	and	championship	on	the	line,	how	did	you	get	it	right	there?	
“Yeah	I	mean,	just	our	offensive	line,	what	they’ve	done	all	year.	Our	defense	doing	
all	they	can	to	stop	a	great	Stanford	team.	It	was	just	such	a	combined	effort	all	week	
in	practice,	the	couple	weeks	we	had	to	prepare.	It	was	awesome	to	see	it	all	come	
together.”	
		
For	you	Sam,	it’s	been	a	torturous	decade	for	USC,	for	you	to	bring	a	
championship	to	the	Trojans	finally	what	does	that	mean?	
“It	means	the	world.	Can’t	really	explain	it.	It	means	a	lot.	It’s	just	awesome	to	be	
able	to	win	it	for	the	Trojan	family.	To	come	out	of	here	with	a	win	against	a	great	
Stanford	team	like	I	said	before,	because	they	beat	us	a	couple	years	ago.	It	was	just	
awesome	to	get	a	win.”	
		
		
USC	head	coach	Clay	Helton	
Thoughts	on	Sam	Darnold:	
“All	he	does	is	win	games.	I	wish	I	could	tell	you	what	he’s	made	of,	but	it’s	part	
superman,	I	don’t	know.”	
		
After	tonight,	do	you	feel	think	you	should	be	considered	for	a	playoff	spot?	
“Yeah	definitely,	we’re	a	championship	team—an	11-win	football	team	that	had	a	
great	strength	of	schedule.	All	of	a	sudden,	if	you	have	four	two-loss	champions,	I	
think	we	deserve	to	be	talked	about.”	
		
Did	you	feel	like	this	game	was	a	microcosm	of	the	season,	where	things	didn’t	
exactly	go	right	the	whole	time	but	you	were	able	to	pull	it	out	in	the	end?	
“We	just	find	ways	to	win	as	a	football	team.	Its	hard	to	win	in	the	Pac	12,	you	have	
nine	teams	that	are	bowl	eligible	and	Stanford	is	a	class	act	bunch	that	wanted	the	
championship	just	as	bad	as	us.	We	knew	it	would	be	a	fourth	quarter	game--we	
would	have	to	play	all	four	quarters.	Credit	to	these	guys,	they	do	go	all	the	way	
through	the	season,	and	how	they	just	finish	games	is	amazing	to	me.	They	are	the	
best	finishing	bunch	I	have	been	associated	with	in	my	23	years	of	college	coaching	
and	find	ways	to	win.”	
	


